Drug Policy Question Assignment 

The purpose of the Drug Policy Question Assignment is for you to explore, in depth, a specific drug policy question and become aware of the factors that influence your and others’ positions on that question.
You will be assigned a drug policy question and become a member of a Policy Group made up of students who were assigned the same question.  Then, either individually or collectively with the other members of your Policy Group, you will complete the ten tasks identified below. 

	
	
	
	

	
	Tasks
	Due Dates
	Pages

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1
	Individually, prior to doing any work on the assignment, describe your position on the drug policy and explain why you have taken this position.
	/
	1

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2
	As a member of a Policy Group, read and submit, either in hard copy or electronically, 10 articles, from both popular (5) and scientific (5) sources, that address the drug policy question from different perspectives.  
	/
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	3
	As a member of a Policy Group, write a summary of the drug policy issue and the most important factors influencing its possible adoption for someone who is unfamiliar with it.
	/
	1

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4
	As a member of a Policy Group, identify and describe the five most powerful arguments in favor of the drug policy and the five most powerful arguments against the drug policy.
	/
	4-6

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	5
	As a member of a Policy Group, identify five important gaps in our knowledge related to the drug policy question that you and others need to have addressed in order to take a more informed position on the drug policy?  Explain why each gap is important.
	/
	1-2

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	6
	As a member of a Policy Group, prepare a plan to lead a 30 minute class discussion with the other members of the class about the drug policy question.  Base the plan on the completed tasks (1-5) as well as those that follow (7-10).
	/
	2-3

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	7
	As a member of a Policy Group, lead a 30 minute class discussion about the drug policy. 
	/
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	8
	As a member of a Policy Group, categorize the arguments for and against the drug policy (social, economic, ethical, environmental, cultural, political factors, and other categories).
	/
	1

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	9
	As a member of a Policy Group, describe the degree to which the above tasks (1-8) apply to the statement: Policy decisions are based on more than the scientific evidence.  Because of competing values–social, economic, ethical, environmental, cultural, and political factors may also be considered.
	/
	2-3

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	10
	Individually, after completing the above tasks, describe and justify your position on the drug policy and compare your current position with your initial position (Task 1).  Describe the degree to which scientific evidence or the lack of scientific evidence was a factor that influenced your position on the drug policy.  Attach a copy of Task 1.  
	/
	3-4

	
	
	
	


Tasks, Rubrics, and Points

Drug Policy Question: __________________________        Name: ___________________________________
Drug Policy Question Assignment – Tasks, Rubric, and Points
	Task
	Rubric
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Points

Possible
	Criteria

Met
	Criteria

Partially Met
	Criteria

Not Met

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Description of initial position is candid, clearly articulated, and provides an accurate account of the student’s initial understanding of the drug policy question.
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Ten articles are submitted, from both popular (5) and scientific (5) sources, that address the drug policy question from different perspectives.
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Summary gives an unfamiliar reader a quick, thorough, and unbiased overview of the major factors that may influence an individual’s position on the drug policy question.
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Descriptions of the five most powerful arguments in favor of and against the drug policy are logical, thoughtful, and unbiased. 
	50
	
	
	-50

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Selected gaps and the explanations for why the gaps that were selected demonstrate an understanding of what is and is not known about the drug policy question.
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Plan is well crafted, leaves nothing to chance, and creates opportunities for interaction with and among the other students.
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Discussion is a valuable, informative, engaging, and provoking experience for other students. 
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	Categorizations are accurate, thorough, and creative when necessary. 
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Description of how tasks 1-8 apply to the statement below is thoughtful, accurate, nuanced, and insightful. (Policy decisions are based on more than the scientific evidence. Because of competing values; social, economic, ethical, environmental, cultural, and political factors may also be considered.)
	25
	
	
	-25

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Description and justification of drug policy position are clearly articulated and logical.  Comparison is accurate and nuanced.  Description of degree to which scientific evidence or lack of scientific evidence was an influential factor is candid.  A copy of Task 1 is attached.
	50
	
	
	-50

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	___________

	
	                                                                                                                                   Total
	300
	

	
	
	
	


Drug Policy Question Assignment - Task 1
Drug Policy: _____________________________     Name: _____________________________

Individually, prior to doing any work on the assignment, describe your position on the drug policy and explain why you have taken this position.
(Rubric: Description of initial position is candid, clearly articulated, and provides an accurate account of the student’s initial understanding of the drug policy question.)
